The first two of three sections of this volume, which deal with the history and descriptions of gonorrhea and syphilis, are in general well written, although the title is misleading. Few syphilologists believe that syphilis is transmitted to the fourth, or even the third, generation. The importance of the problem of gonorrhea, of early diagnosis, treatment, and prevention, is properly stressed. That the private physician should be a key person in the control program is generally accepted. It is unfortunate that the ultimate values of the book may be greatly reduced because the author felt inclined to release emotional misconceptions of the public health program and the profession in a manner to misrepresent or discredit established principles, practices, and generally accepted policies. One also wonders why the author, whose style of presentation (even for the layman) is not superior to that of many previous writers, should feel the urge to criticize all that has been written on these subjects heretofore. Much has been published about gonorrhea and syphilis which is as useful for the layman as the material in this book, and may be obtained for less cost. The net effect of this volume, which includes much erroneous and superfluous material dealing with private practice versus public health, may be to confuse the layman rather than to clarify the problem. A volume of this character does not lend itself to review; it can only be said that it is comprised of the papers presented in Boston in June, 1939, 
